
 

Public Safety Meeting 

AGENDA 

April 7, 2009 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. MATTERS BEFORE COMMITTEE 

1. Discussion / Approval - Out of State Training for School Resource Officer 

 

2. Discussion / Approval - Out of State Training for Regional Counterdrug Courses  

 

3. Proposal - False Alarm Ordinance  

 

4. Discussion / Approval - Grants  

 

 

III. ADJOURN 
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ARTICLE III.  PUBLIC SAFETY ALARMS 

 

Sec. 58-50.  Definitions. 
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

 
Alarm system means an assembly of equipment and devices designated and 

arranged to detect a fire or signal an unauthorized intrusion into premises or an attempted 
robbery at protected premises and, with respect to such signal, public safety officers are 
expected to respond. 
 

False alarm means the activation of an alarm system thereby necessitating a 
Response by any public safety officer where an emergency does not and did not exist and 
includes, but is not limited to, mechanical failure, malfunction, improper installation and 
maintenance, or the negligence of the owner or lessee of an alarm system or his 
employees or agents, but does not include alarm activation caused by violent conditions 
of nature or other extraordinary circumstances not reasonably subject to control by the 
alarm user or alarm system business.  

 

Response means the dispatch of a public safety officer to the premises where an 
alarm system has been activated indicating hold-up, break-in, unauthorized entry, 
destruction of property, or fire is presently in progress on those premises.  
 

Cross references:  Definitions and rules of construction generally, § 1-2.   

 

Sec. 58-51.  Unlawful activation; failure to notify police department of malfunction 

or repair work. 
 

It shall be unlawful for anyone to activate any fire, robbery or burglar alarm for 
the purpose of summoning public safety officers except in the event of a hold-up, break-
in, burglary, unauthorized entry, destruction of property, fire, an occurrence to which 
police or fire personnel response are expected to respond, or for anyone notifying the 
police department of an activated alarm and having knowledge that such activation was 
apparently caused by an electrical or other malfunction of the alarm system, or was 
apparently caused by maintenance or service to the alarm system, to fail at the same time 
to notify the police department of such apparent malfunction or repair. 
 

Sec. 58-52. Notice to owners/lessees of premises of false alarm. 

 

For each and every false alarm response, within a reasonable time thereafter, the 
City will send written notice to the owner or lessee of the premises of the false alarm 
informing them of the date, time, and location of the false alarm necessitating the public 
safety officers’ response. Depending on the number of false alarm responses required in 
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that calendar year, the notice will provide the appropriate corrective action necessary and 
fines to be paid, if applicable, pursuant to Sec. 58-53. 
 

Sec. 58-53.  Response to false alarm; fees; corrective action. 

 

(a)  For the first false alarm response to any premises within the City limits at which no 
other false alarm has occurred within a calendar year period, the person or business 
having or maintaining such fire, burglary and or robbery alarm shall, within seven (7) 
working days after notice to do so, make a written report to the chief of police on forms 
prescribed by him setting forth the cause of such false alarm, the corrective action taken, 
whether such alarm has been inspected by an authorized serviceman, and such other 
information as the chief of police may require to determine the cause of such false alarm 
and corrective action necessary. 
 
(b)  For the second false alarm response to any premises within the City limits after a first 
false alarm response within a calendar-year period, a written report shall be required as 
for a first response and the city may inspect or cause to be inspected the alarm system at 
such premises and prescribe necessary corrective action and shall give notice to the 
person or business having or maintaining such alarm system of the conditions and 
requirements of this article, including the fee requirements for three (3) or more false 
alarm responses within each calendar year. 
 
(c)  After the third false alarm response to any premises within the city limits within a 
calendar year, and for all succeeding responses within that calendar year, the director of 
finance shall charge and collect from the person or business having or maintaining such 
fire, burglary and or robbery alarm system on the premises owned or occupied by him, a 
fee in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) per false alarm response, 
which shall be due within 30 days from the date of notice as required by Sec. 58-52.  If 
such false alarms are as a result of failure to take necessary corrective action prescribed 
by the city, the city may order the disconnection of such alarm system and it shall be 
unlawful to reconnect such alarm system until such corrective action is taken; provided 
that no disconnection shall be ordered as to any premises required by law to have an 
alarm system in operation.   
 

Sec. 58-54.  Collection of false alarm penalty 

 

In the event the user fails to submit the penalty payment for a third or subsequent 
false alarm response penalty within 30 days of receiving notice of said violation, the city 
clerk shall issue an execution for the false alarm penalty that is due and owing. The lien 
shall cover the property of the individual or business liable for payment of the delinquent 
false alarm penalty and become fixed as of the date and time it became delinquent.  The 
failure to pay the civil penalty within 30 days of the execution shall be subject to 
punishment as provided in section 1-11.  All other proceedings in relation thereto shall be 
as provided by the Code and charter of the city and state law. 
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